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With the stench of Garlick; not be pasted
To the barmlc lackct of a Beet-brewer,
Brabant Jttnior. ?Tis a good gentle audience, and 1 hope
the boies
Will come one day into the Court of requests.
Brabattf Senior. I, and they had good Plaies, But they
produce
Such mustic fopperies of antiquities
And do not sute the humorous ages backs,
With clothes in fashion.
If we are to take Brabant senior's criticism
seriously, as 1 am thoroughly disposed to do,
we must conclude that between the opening of
Paul's in November 1599 and March 1600 no
new play of any importance had seen the light
there, and what plays had been revived were of
a painfully antiquated order, Frank as is the
avowal, it would scarcely have been so sweeping
had any play whatsoever by the nobleman who
had revived the theatre been acted there. Even
Marston would have recognised the advisability
of holding the candle to the devil There is
revelation, too, on other points. The assumption
that Marston's Antonio and MelKda was produced
at Paul's in 1599 (based on the most ridiculous
"evidence" ever advanced in support of a theory)1
must now go by the board, for Marston is not
1 See Chambers, Th Elizabethan Stafft MI, p, 1604*